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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Park et 
al. (US 6625094 B1) 

Regarding Claim 1: Park et al. disclose a defect management apparatus for 
performing a defect management for a rewritable recording medium having a data area 
and a spare area in its recording surface, the defect management apparatus 
comprising: a defect information generating device for generating defect information 
which indicates at least a position of a defect existing on or in the recording surface of 
the rewritable recording medium, when data recorded in the recording surface of the 
rewritable recording medium is read (column 4 lines 32-46); a recording position 
determining device for determining, on the basis of the defect information, whether or 
not the data is recorded at the position of the defect, when the data is recorded into the 
rewritable recording medium (column 4 lines 47-59); an alternative recording device 
for executing an alternative recording for recording data including the same contents as 
those of the data recorded at the position of the defect into the spare area of the 
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rewritable recording medium, if the recording position determining device determines 
that the data is recorded at the position of the defect (columns 4-5, lines 64-7); and a 
time controlling device for controlling a time point to execute the alternative recording by 
the alternative recording device such that the alternative recording is executed within a 
time period that continuation of a state that recording the data Into the rewritable 
recording medium is not performed is predicted (column 4 lines 33-46). 
Reaardino Claim 2: Park et al. disclose a defect management apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein the alternative recording device comprises: a recognizing device for 
recognizing the position of the defect on the basis of the defect information (column 5 
lines 8-27); a reading device for reading the data recorded at the position of the defect 
recognized by the recognizing device (column 5 lines 8-27); and a recording device for 
recording the data read by the reading device into the spare area of the rewritable 
recording medium (column 5 lines 8-27). 

Regarding Claim 3: Park et al. disclose a defect management apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein the alternative recording device comprises: a recognizing device for 
recognizing the position of the defect on the basis of the defect information (column 4 
lines 60-63); an alternative-recording determining device for determining whether or not 
the data recorded at the position of the defect is data that requires the alternative 
recording (column 4 lines 60-63); a reading device for reading the data recorded at the 
position of the defect recognized by the recognizing device, if the alternative-recording 
determining device determines that the data recorded at the position of the defect is the 
data that requires the alternative recording (columns 4-5, lines 64-7); and a recording 
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device for recording the data read by the reading device into the spare area of the 
rewritable recording medium (columns 5-6, lines 59-6). 

Regarding Claim 4: Park et al. disclose a defect management apparatus according to 
claim 3, wherein the alternative-recording determining device determines that the data 
recorded at the position of the defect is the data that requires the alternative recording, 
if the data recorded at the position of the defect is control data or management data 
(column 5 lines 8-27). 

Regarding Claim 5: Park et al. disclose a defect management apparatus according to 
claim 1 , wherein the time controlling device allows the alternative recording device to 
execute the alternative recording at a time point that an instruction to stop or suspend 
the data recording is inputted (columns 4-5, lines 64-7). 

Regarding Claim 6: Park et al. disclose a defect management apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein the time controlling device allows the alternative recording device to 
execute the alternative recording at a time point that the recording of video or audio 
data to be recorded continuously is complete (columns 4-5, lines 64-7). 
Regarding Claims 7-8: Claims 7-8 are rejected for the same subject matter as claims 
1-2 respectively. 

Regarding Claim 9: Claim 9 is rejected for the same subject matter as claims 1 . 
Regarding Claims 10-13: Claims 10-13 are rejected for the same subject matter as 
claims 3-6 respectively. 

Regarding Claim 14: Park et al. disclose a defect management apparatus for 
performing a defect management for a rewritable recording medium, the defect 
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management apparatus comprising: a defect information generating device for 
generating defect information which indicates at least a position of a defect existing on 
or in a recording surface of the rewritable recording medium, when data recorded in the 
recording surface of the rewritable recording medium is read (column 4 lines 33-46); a 
recording position determining device for determining, on the basis of the defect 
information, a recording position which is located at a position different from the position 
of the defect (column 4 lines 60-63); and a recording device for recording the data at 
the recording position determined by the recording position determining device (column 
4 lines 60-67). 

Regarding Claim IS: Park et al. disclose a defect management apparatus according 
to claim 14, wherein the recording position determining device determines the recording 
position different from the position of the defect, if the data to be recorded is control data 
or management data (column 4 lines 60-63). 

Regarding Claims 16-19: Claims 16-19 are rejected for the same subject matter as 
claims 1 . 

Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

The cited references relate to a method of defining a general purpose area on 
the recording medium, which is not intended for recording user data but for defect 
management and special application program. 

US 2003/0210627 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Tekle whose telephone number is 571-270-1 117. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am to 5:00pm M-R and 7:30-4:00 Every 
other F.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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